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Select Committee Decides to Dismember 
the Tamil Homeland 


SIX Tamil political parties in a public 
statement on 14 December said that 
the Parliamentary Select 
Committee on the Tamil question 
has denied the Tamil people their 
legitimate aspirations and the 
decisions of the Select Committee 
on 11 December, by a majority 
vote and not by Tamil-Sinhala 
consensus, is a gross betrayal of 
faith and has made the delibe- 
rations an utter farce. 


After a year-long deliberations, the 
43-member Select Committee 
appointed to find ways and means of 
solving the national crisis has ended 
in failure as predicted by 7amzz/ 
Information in November 1991. 


President Premadasa has said 
publicly on many occasions that the 
government would accept the decision 
of the Select Committee, but it 
appears that his intention was not to 
allow the Committee to arrive at a 
proper and acceptable solution. 
President Premadasa’s ruling United 
National Party (UNP) never submitted 
any proposal. The main opposition 
Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) led 
by former Prime Minister Sirimavo 
Bandaranaike also refrained from 
submitting any proposal. 


Most of the other political parties 
placed their own proposals before the 
Select Comuuistee. The proposal of 
the Ceylon “Workers Congress (CWC) 
which could have formed a basis for 
negotiations according to observers, 
came under severe attack by the 
Sinhalese parties and Buddhist 
organisations. On 17 June 1992 seven 
Tamil political parties and the CWC 
jointly presented a ‘‘Four-point 
formula’’ which proposed (a) an 
unified politico-administrative entity 
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for the permanently merged 
North-Eastern Province (b) substantial 
devolution of power ensuring 
meaningful autonomy to the unified 
unit (c) institutional arrangement 
within the larger framework of the 
unbifurcated North-Eastern Province 
for the Muslim people ensuring their 
cultural identity and security and (d) 
provision for the Sinhalese people in 
the Province to enjoy all the rights 
that other minorities have in the rest 
of the country. 


The Tamil parties rejected a 
““Concept Paper’’ laid before the 
Select Committee in June 1992 by the 
Chairman Mangala Munesinghe. On 
14 October 1992 the Chairman 
circulated an *‘Option Paper’’, which 
called for (1) two separate Provincial 
Councils for the Northern and Eastern 
provinces (2) a Regional Council to 
cover both provinces and exercise 
solely the concurrent powers now 
being shared by the centre and the 
provinces (3) a second chamber 
which would enable the minority 
ethnic groups to share power at the 
centre. Prior to the Option Paper, 
meetings between the Tamil and 
Sinhalese parties were summoned by 
the Chairman and assurance was 
given to the Tamil parties that the 
Regional Council would be 
strengthened considerably with 
substantial legislative and executive 
powers. But, to the dismay of the 
Tamil parties, the verbal assurances 
were not incorporated in the Option 
Paper. The Tamil parties were thus 
forced to reject the Option Paper. 


The Tamil parties were willing to 
negotiate on all proposals but made it 
clear that the North and the East must 
remain permanently merged. They 
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were aware that there were 
manoeuvres behind the scenes 
calculated to shape events at the level 
of the Select Committee to the 
detriment of Tamil interests. But they 
never imagined that the “final shock’ 
would come in the shape of a Tamil. 


On 14 November 1992 Krishnapil- 
lai Srinivasan submitted a ten-point 
proposal which suggested federalism 
on the Indian model and the demerger 
of th North-East Province. Justice 
Minister ACS Hameed summoned a 
meeting of the Muslim parties on 21 
November and obtained their 
endorsement for the Srinivasan 
Proposals. The Tamil parties say that 
this meeting was held to give 
legitimacy to the Srinivasan proposals 
while simultaneously seeking to 
undermine the negotiations the Tamil 
United Liberation Front (TULF) was 
having with the Sri Lanka Muslim 
Congress (SLMC) on the Four-point 
formula. 


Chairman Mangala Munesinghe 
announced at the meeting of the 
Select Committee on 26 November 
that SLFP leader Mrs Bandaranaike 
had accepted the Srinivasan proposals 
and-ACS Hameed said that the UNP 
would also accept these proposals. 
These accouncements came even 
before the proposals had been taken 
up for discussion. On the same day 
Mrs i3anc.zxanaike denied having 
accepted the proposals for a federal 
form of government. Later, the UNP 
andthe SLFP said in press releases 
that they would accept the decision of 
the Select Committee, and made no 
refercnce to federalism. 


At the meeting of the Select 
Cominittee on 3 December 1992 
when inquired whether the UNP had 
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accepted a federal solution, Minister 
ACS Hameed said that ‘‘federalism 
was only a deal if the Tamils were 
prepared to abandon their demand for 
the permanent merger of the North 
and East’’. On the insistence of the 
Tamil parties the four-point formula 
was taken up and on two successive 
dates land and law and order were 
discussed. No final decisions were 
taken, but the demand of the Tamil 
parties that all land belonging to the 
State within the jurisdiction of the 
Provincial Council should be vested 
in the Provincial Council, was 
rejected. 


The meeting of the Select 
Committee was postponed to 11 
December to discuss the ‘unified 
politico-administrative entity for the 
permanently merged North-East 
Province’ as proposed in the 
four-point formula of the Tamil 
parties. But on 11 December, 
paragraph two of the Srinivasan 
proposal for the demerger of the 
North-East was taken up instead and 
put to vote. The Tamil parties 
including the CWC voted against 
demerger. On the question of 
federalism Minister Hameed said, 
“*There is no need for federalism. It is 
not possible in the present.context. It 
is not a reality. We will give the 
powers enjoyed by the States in 
India’’. The position of the SLFP was 
the same as the UNP. 


It is clear that the Select Committee 
was not intended to find a solution to 
the national problem but to provide 
legitimacy for the division of the 
Tamil Homeland and keep the 
international community at bay. 
While the year-long Select Committee 
discussions continued, Sinhalese 
colonisation was intensified in the 
North-East, particularly in the 
Trincomalee and Mullaitivu districts 
to bring about the physical division of 
the Nouth and the East to coimside 
with re decision of the Select 
Committee. Sinhalese colonisation is 
currently taking place where Tamils 
have been driven out by military 
operations. 


The Tamil parties were firm in their 
commitment to the permanent merger 
of the North-East and the support of 
the CWC whose leader is a Minister 
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in the government, gave them added 
strength. Sources in Sri Lanka say 
that in the circumstances the 
government needed someone within 
the Tamil community to make 
proposals for the demerger of the 
North-East. Enter Srinivasan. 


K Srinivasan, a former radiogra- 
pher, lives in Britain. As a member of 
the Peoples’ Liberation Organisation 
of Tamil Eelam (PLOTE) he was 
actively involved in fund raising for 
PLOTE, but was later alleged to have 
been sacked by former PLOTE leader 
Uma Maheswaran. He was a founder 
member of the breakaway group 
Eelam National Democratic 
Liberation Front (ENDLEF). In the 
1989 general election his name was 
included in the candidates list of the 
TULF as a nominee of ENDLF and 
he became a member of Parliament. 
He supported President Premadasa 
during the impeachment crisis in 
September and for that reason was 
sacked from ENDLF. 


The Tamil parties in their statement 
describe Srinivasan as one who ‘was 
hardly seen or heard in Parliament or 
the Select Committee’. Suspicion is 
growing among Tamils that 
Srinivasan had become involved in a 
plot by the Sri Lankan government to 
break the unity of the Tamil parties. 
Sources say that the ‘‘Srinivasan 
Proposals’’ were drafted in London 
by a group of Londoners which 
included Tamils. It is also alleged that 
one member of the group was present 
in Sri Lanka when the proposals were 
presented to the Select Committee, 
canvassing support and having 
discussions with government officials. 


The CWC withdrew from the 
Select Committee in mid-December 
saying that the Committee has 
deviated from the purpose for which 
it was appointed and none of the 
proposals of the CWC had been 
considered. In a letter to the 
Committee Chairman, CWC leader 
Thondaman says that the ethnic 
problem could be solved only on the 
proper understanding of Tamil 
problems and Tamil aspirations and 
that any solution that denies, the 
language, culture and historical 
traditions of the Tamils is not 
acceptable. The other parties would 
wait until the publication of the 
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interim report of the Committee. 
Sectidns of the media have falsely 


‘claimed that consensus has been 


reached in the Select Committee. The 
debacle of the Select Committee suits 
President Premadasa who according 
to a sovernment Minister, appointed 
the Select Committee with SLFP’s 
Managala Munesinghe as Chairman, 
in order to ‘shut the mouth of the 
opposition’ which had been 
clamouring for meaningful action to 
solve the ethnic crisis, rather than 
genuine concern to end the conflict. 


The offer by the LTTE for a New 
Year ceasefire and peace talks was 
rejected by the Sr Lankan 
government in late December. The 
government denied that secret talks 
were being held with the Tigers. 
Meanwhile in Operation Jeyaganga 
launched by the army in the East, 
numlier of Tamil civilians were killed 
and Tamil property destroyed, The 
economic blockade and bombing of 
the North continued. Reports from 
Jaffna say that the newly-acquired 
supersonic planes were being used in 
the bombing. 


The fate of the Select Committee, 
the denial of negotiations and the 
continuing military operations are 
indications that the government has 
not relented from its intention of 
imposing a military solution and the 
destruction of the Tamil Homeland. 
What is needed of the Tamils at this 
Critical juncture is unity of purpose 
and unity of action. The Tamil parties 
in their‘statement described the 
Parliamentary Select Committee 
(PSC) in the following words: 


‘‘During the entire process of 
the PSC, there was no serious 
consultation, no sign of any 
compromise by the UNP or the 
SLFP and certainly no consensus 
with the Tamil parties on any 
mattcr. History will, instead 
re_ord that consultations were 
pauzély diversionary and 
compromises blatantly farcical 
and dishonest. And, the resulting 
““consensus’’ was nothing but the 
unilateral imposition of the 
narrow, Chauvinist outlook of the 
major Sinhala Political Parties on 
the long- suffering Tamil people”’ 


eel adm ren 


2 





DECEMBER DIARY 


stated that the report of the 
Committee would be submitted in 
January, 1993. 


DECEMBER 17 


OPERATION MOONLIGHT: 
Security forces launched an offensive 
in the Gokkane area in the 
Trincomalee District codenamed 
*“Moonlight’’. Security forces 
reported the overrunning of two 
LTTE camps and capture of a 
generator, claymore mines, milk 
powder, explosives, bandages and 
saline bottles. The LTTE had 
withdrawn in the face of the 
advancing forces, the report further 
claimed. 


DECEMBER 18 


DISCUSSION WITH CANADIAN 
HIGH COMMISSIONER: The 
Bishop of Trincomalee and Batticaloa, 
Rev. Kingsley Swampillai and 
Batticaloa MP J.Pararajasingham had 
talks in Colombo with the Canadian 
High Commissioner lasting an hour. 
The High Commissioner indicated his 
plans to visit Batticaloa in January. 
The refugee situation, plight of 
widows and assistance to undergra- 
duates were matters discussed at this 
meeting. 


DECEMBER 19 


LAGOON CROSSING: Soldiers 
distributed pamphlets at Vavuniya 
checkpoint to the North-bound 
passengers advising the use of the 
Elephant Pass route instead of 
crossing the lagoon at Kilali. Nearly 
5,000 passengers were stranded due 
to the confusion caused by these 
pamphlets. 


DECEMBER 20 


SPECIAL IDENTITY CARD: 
Special Task Force in Karaitivu in 
Batticaloa District must obtain special 
identity cards before the 23rd. STF 
said that those without these identity 
cards will be arrested. 
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DECEMBER 21 


UNDERGRADUATES CLASH: 
Colombo university premises turned 
into a battlefield with students and 
police attacking each other. Students 
were demonstrating in support of a 
don suspended by the university 
administration. 


DECEMBER 22 


JOURNALIST DECLINE 
INVITATION: Journalists both local 
and foreign refused the invitation to a 
lunch extended by the State Minister 
for Information. Attacks on 
journalists by the police was indicated 
as the reason for this rejection. 


DECEMBER 23 


FORCED RESETTLEMENT: MPs 
K Premachandran , K Navaratnam, K 
R Kuganeswaran, Emmanuel Silva 
and Prins Casinader in a telegram to 
President Premadasa called for a stay 
in the refugees from the Clappenberg 
Camp, Trincomalee being forcibly 
sent to their villages. 


DECEMBER 24 


SOLDIERS KILLED: Fourty two 
soldiers including two officers lost 
their lives when the LTTE attacked an 
army patrol at Kokkuthoduvai in the 
Mullaitivu District. Twenty seven 
soldiers were injured in this incident. 
Tiger loses were put at 17 by the 
security reports. 


DECEMBER 25 


AIR-FORCE BOMBING: The Air 
Force bombs fell beside the church at 
Ariyalai, Jaffna District. One woman 
was killed and 12 were injured in the 
attack which also damaged 4 
residences. 


BOMB EXPLOSION: Two persons 
were injured wbhcn a bomb exploded 
near Valaichenai market. 


DECEMBER 26 


LANDMINE DEATHS: Five 
occupants in a jeep were killed when 
the vehicle ran over a landmine at 
Miyankulam in the Batticoloa District. 
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Batticaloa Additional Government 
Agent Y Ahmed and Oddamavady 
Assistant Government Agent 

Uthuman were among those killed. 


DECEMBER 27 


SPREAD OF DISEASE IN 
BATTICALOA: Welfare 
orgarsations in Batticaloa appealed 
to Health Depatment to spray 
Malathion and Chlorinate to wells. 
Many persons had contracted typhoid 
and Malaria. According to hospital 
sources some children admitted had 
died. Reports also indicate that farm 
animals also had contracted disease. 


DECEMBER 28 


TABOO ON JEWELLARY: 
Security men at Tandikulam Camp 
have decreed that jewellry in excess 
of 1.5 gold sovereign cannot be worn 
by passengers to the north. Catholic 
women wearing ‘*Thali’’ a nuptial 
symbol were being questioned on its 
necessity. 


DECEMBER 29 


FOOT PATROL: Four soldiers on a 
foot patrol on Polonnaruwa- 
Valaichenai road at Punanai in the 
Batticoloa District lost their lives 
when the LTTE attacked them. 


DECEMBER 30 


RELIEF RELIEVED: At a press 
conference in Colombo an official of 
the Rehabilitation Ministry refused to 
answer questions raised in respect of 
frauds detected in the relief supplies 
sent to the north. Cabinet spokesman 
Ranij Wickramasinghe expressed his 
dissatisfaction with the answers by 
this official. 

DECEMBER 31 


GREETINGS: The new year was 
ushered in with a barrage of gun fire 
from army camps in Batticoloa. Panic 
prevailed among the residents who 
had congregated for the midnight 
masé at churches in their vicinity. 
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STATISTICS: DISPLACED FAMILIES IN WELFARE CENTRES AND OUTSIDE 
WELFARE CENTRES AS AT 31.10.92 


DISTRICTS NO.OF NO.OF NO.OF TOTAL NO.OF 
WELFARE FAMILIES FAMILIES FAMILIES 
CENTRES IN WELFARE OUTSIDE DISPLACED 
CENTRES WELFARE 


CENTRES 

JAFFNA 168 17,367 52,326 69.693 
MANNAR 12 9,659 6,519 16.178 
KILINOCHCHI 10 7,659 310 7.969 
VAVUNIYA 7 923 2,191 3,104 
TRINCOMALEE 12 5,022 3,387 8,409 
BATTICALOA 25 2,633 15,861 18,494 
AMPARAI 26 4,728 2,192 6,920 
MULLAITIVU 25 5,086 2,178 7,264 
COLOMBO 10 642 2,251 2,893 
GAMPAHA : : 1,676 1,676 
GALLE : : 58 58 
KALUTARA - : 374 374 
KURUNEGALA 37 848 557 1,405 
ANURADHAPURA 50 3,114 1,447 4,561 
POLONNARUWA 10 406 453 859 
MONERAGALA : : 78 78 
BADULLA : : 179 179 
MATARA : - 260 260 
HAMBANTOTA : : 270 270 
IMATALE 2 129 320 449 
KANDY ; : 630 630 
NUWARA ELIYA : : 182 182 
KEGALLE : - 132 122 
RATNAPURA : - 26 26 
PUTTALAM 62 8,877 : 8,877 
TOTAL 477 67,093 93,847 160,940 


STATISTICS: SRI LANKA ASYLUM SEEKERS IN BRITAIN 


UPTO 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 TOTAL 
1983 End Oct Sep Oct 
APP 426 548 2306 1332 774 469 2005 3420 3750 1127 Se Ae py 
cS 2 2 19 4 10 9 5 Zo NA NA 119 - 
ELR 16 31 967 1913 963 304 975 562 NA NA 8671 - 
REJ 74 100 19 6 62 50 Sh) 8 NA NA 444 - 
PEN NA NA NA NA NA NA 1411 NA NA NA 
APP - Applications REJ- Rejection 
CS - Convention Status PEN- Pending 
ELR - Exceptional Leave to Remain NA- Not Available 
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Forcible return from India 


Gnanapragasam Mary Joseph, a 
refugee says that Indian officials were 
adopting various methods to force 
refugees to return to Sri Lanka. She 
lived for two years at the Thiru- 
murthy Nagar refugee camp in the 
Coimbatore District in Tamil Nadu. 
According to her, Indian officers 
assaulted her and a number of others 
and attempted to force them into a 
bus. After refusing to get into the bus, 
refugees were continually harassed by 
camp Officials and their rations were 
delayed. The refugees in the camp 
agreed to return, unabale to bear the 
harassment. Mary’s son G. 
Gnanaseelan was arrested by 
Coimbatore police and held for three 
months. Her husband was killed in 
shelling by the Sri Lankan army in 
1986. 


IS A 


Tamils in Detention 


The Human Rights Task Force 
(HRTF) has given a list of Tamils 
from the North-East held in the 
Colombo Magazine and Kalutara 
prisons to the Batticaloa Citizens 
Committee. According to the HRTF 
there are 604 Tamils at the Kalutara 
prison and 828 at Magazine prison 
were detained between 1988 and 
1992 and those at Kalutara were 
arrested after 1990. These figures do 
not include, according to human 
rights activists, those arrested after 
the assasination of Navy chief Clancy 
Fernando. Many more Tamils are 
held in army camps, police stations 
and other detention centres. Reports 
received by TIC suggest that almost 
all the Tamils held in detention have 
not been charged or brought before a 
court. 





Medicines Denied to Tamils 
Tamils in Vaharai, Panichchan- 
kerni, Kathiraveli and Mankerni in 
the Batticaloa District are suffering 
without medical facilities. Reports say 
doctors are prevented from working 
in hospitals in the area by the army 
and Sri Lankan government has not 
provided the necessary medicines. 
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TIC ACCESSION LIST 


A Selection of documents received by TIC in December 1992 





SHR 1070 


Background Briefing: UNHCR and 
Tamil Refugees 


London: Tamil Information Centre; 
December 1992 


2p 

DESCRIPTORS: UNHCR/ 
Repatriation/ Tamil Refugees 
/Protection of Refugees 

OHR 152 


New Release: Asylum Process must 
not be stifled by bogus applications 
says Charles Wardle 


London: Home office; 12th 
November 1992 


4p 

DESCRIPTORS: UK Immigration/ 
Refugees/ Political Asylum 

OHR 158 


Human Rights: The Commonwealth 
and Europe: Report of the Seminar 


London: Commonwealth Institute; 
04th June 1992 


43p 

DESCRIPTORS: Human Rights/ 
Commonwealth/ Europe/ Kenya/ 
Refugees/ Freedom of Expression/ 
Zambia/ Children/ Papua New 
Guinea 


OHR 157 
UK Asylum Statistics 1982-92 


London: The Refugee Council; 
November 1992 

26p 

DESCRIPTORS: United Kingdom/ 
Asylum/ Statistics 

OHR 156 

Rutter, Jill 


Refugees: A Resource Book for 8-13 
Year Olds 


London: British Refugee Council; 
July 1992 


63p 

DESCRIPTORS: Children/ 
Refugees/ History/ Education/ 
United Kingdom 


December 1992 


SGN 251 
Sivalumaran, K §S 


Aspects of Culture in Sri Lanka: Le 
Roy Robinson in Conversation with 
K S Sivakumaran 


Colombo: Chamara Printers; 1992 


119p 


DESCRIPTORS: Tamil Culture/ 
Tamil Literature 


SGN 250 
Cittaputtiran 


Ciraikalin Kural: Translated from 
Vietnamese 


Jaffna: Cukantam; 1985 


26p 
DESCRIPTORS: Novel/ Vietnam 


PC 4549 
Hennayake, Santha K 


The Peace Accord and the Tsmils in 
Sri Lanka 

Asian Survey Vol.XXIX, No.4, 04 
April 1989 


401p-415p 
DESRIPTORS:: Politics/ Indo-Sri 


Lanka Accord/ Foreign Interest/ 
India/ International Relations 


PC 4548 
Rajanayagam, Dagmar Hellmann 


Elections and the Tamil Crisis in Sri 
Lanka: Results and Impacts 
International Asian Forum: Vol.20 
(1989) No. 3-4 


209p-230p 
DESCRIPTORS: Election/ 


Provincial Council/ Tamil 
Homeland 


SHR 1071 


Emerging Trends in Sri Lanka and 
Indian Option; Paper Presented to the 
Semi 


Madras: University of Madras;27th 
March 1991 


17p 


DESCRIPTORS: Self-Determina- 
tion/ Negotiations 
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DECEMBER 1 


RESETTLEMENT OF DISPLA- 
CED TAMILS: The Government 
Agent of Vavuniya District disclosed 
that 6,529 families comprising 27,209 
members had been resettled in their 
own villages. The number of people 
who were unable to return to their 
villages due to security clearance not 
being obtained were 2,054 families 
comprising 8,647 members. 


DECEMBER 2 


KARAVEDDY CORDONED- 
OFF: All residents of Karaveddy in 
the Batticaloa District were 
rounded-up and marched off to the 
Vavunatheevu military camp and 
detained by the security forces. Three 
people alleged to be Tigers were shot 
dead by the army. 


DECEMBER 3 


ATTACK BY TIGERS: LTTE 
attacked three army camps in the 
Anuradhapura District at dawn which 
left 16 soldiers dead and 47 injured. 


DECEMBER 4 


LAND DISTRIBUTION: Speaking 
in Parliament V Sennan MP charged 
that Tamils had been discriminated 
against in the distribution of land in 
the hill country during the last fifteen 
years. While Sinhalese villagers 
displaced due to the Mahaweli 
scheme had been allocated alternative 
land in the estates, Tamils who had 
lived in the estates for generations 
had not been given any land 
according to the MP. 


DECEMBER 5 


BOATS DESTROYED: The JOC 
reported the destruction of two boats 
allegedly carrying LTTE men near 
Nagadipa, island west of the Jaffna 
peninsula. 

DECEMBER 6 


CHURCH AS PEAC-MAKER: 
Visiting Archbishop Carey 
disapproved armed struggles against a 
legally constituted government and 
suppression of minorities by such a 
government while speaking at the 


Tamil Information No.17 


consecration of the new Archbishop 
of Colombo Kenneth Michael James 
Fernando. Expressing his regrets at 
events in the country Archbishop 
Carey assured that the Church would 
play its part in bringing peace and 
unity to the country. 


DECEMBER 7 


CHAMPIONS FEDERALISM: 
State Minister A.J.Ranasinghe said in 
Parliament that federalism is the only 
way out for a resolution of the 
present conflict. It was wrong to 
assume that the country belonged 
only to the Sinhala Buddhists. 
However he added that these were his 
personal views and not of the 
government. 


DECEMBER 8 


TAMILS ARRESTED: In night 
raids on lodgings and residences, 
Police arrested over 1000 Tamils in 
Colombo. They were held in 19 
Police stations. 275 in Pettah, 270 in 
Keselwatte, 193 in Wellawatte and 
145 in Bambalapitiya topped the list 
in these arrests. Masked informants 
were used in the Police Stations to 
identify LTTE suspects. 


DECEMBER 9 


LTTE TALKS: A government 
communique denied newspaper 
reports which referred to government 
negotiations with LTTE. The 
communique further stated that action 
would be taken to solve the ethnic 
problem according to the decision of 
the Parliamentary Select Committee. 


DECEMBER 10 


ACTIVISTS ATTACKED: 200 
human rights activists demonstrating 
at Slave Island in Colombo were 
attacked and tear gassed by the 
Police. The activists cre demanding 
an inquiry by an interuational body 
into the disappearance of thousands 
of people in a government crackdown 
three years ago. 


DECEMBER 11 


JEYAGANGA LAUNCHED: 
Security forces began an offensive 
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codenamed Jeyaganga in the 
Paduvankarai area of the Batticoloa 
District. Two civilians in Pavatko- 
dichchenai and one in Koththiyaavalai 
were killed due to intense shelling in 
these villages. The JOC reported the 
killings of 6 LTTE men in this 
offensive. 


DECEMBER 12 


LTTE CADRES KILLED: Six 
LTTE cadres including two women 
were killed by soldiers in a 
confrontation near Kent Farm in 
Mullzitivu District, according to a 
JOC statement. 


DECEMBER 13 


KANDY SEARCHED: Tamil 
residents in Ampitiya, Meegamuwa, 
Kundasale and Katugastota in the 
Kandy District were subjected to a 
midnight search by the Police. 
Residences of other communities 
were exempted in this search. 


TAMILS ARRESTED: Five Tamils 
were arrested in Matale. Reports say 
arrests of Tamils continue in the 
South. 


DECEMBER 14 


RELEASE SOUGHT: A delegation 
of opposition MPs visiting the 
Chenkaladi refugee camp were 
requested to help in the release of six 
people including women who were 
arrested in the Ayithiyamalai area. 
The delegation also noted that 77 
families from the Kalliyankadu 
refugee camp brought for resettlement 
in Jattuary were still languishing near 
the Eravur division Sth village. 


DECEMBER 15 


NEW ARMY CAMPS: The security 
forces set up a new army camp at 
Ambilanthurai and Naavilankaadich- 
chenai.Both camps are in the 
Paduwankarai area in the Batticaloa 
District. 

DECEMBER 16 


SELECT COMMITTEE: The 
Speaker read out in Parliament the 
letter received from the president of 
the Select Committee wherein it was 








STATISTICS: DIsPLACED PERSONS IN WELFARE CENTRES AND OUTSIDE 
WELFARE CENTRES AS AT 31.10.92 


DISTRICTS NO.OF NO.OF NO.OF TOTAL NO.OF 
WELFARE PERSONS PERSONS PERSONS | 
CENTRES IN WELFARE OUTSIDE DISPLACED 
CENTRES WELFARE 











CENTRES 
JAFFNA 168 67,649 175,771 243,420 
MANNAR 12 30,800 26,969 57.769 
KILINOCHCHI 10 28,564 4,842 33.406 
VAVUNIYA 7 3,335 8,792 12127) 
TRINCOMALEE 12 19,748 15,048 34.796 
BATTICALOA 25 10,509 66,021 76,530 
AMPARA 26 19,020 10,086 29,106 
MULLAITIVU 25 19,956 9,207 29.163 
COLOMBO 10 1,944 10,984 12.928 
GAMPAHA : : 8,065 8,065 
GALLE : : 278 278 
KALUTARA : ~ 1,709 1,709 
KURUNAGALA 37 3,770 2,245 6,015 
ANURADHAPURA 50 14,610 6,154 20.764 
POLANNARUWA 10 1,895 1,954 3,849 
MANARAGALA : : 345 345 
BADULLA : : 841 84! 
MATARA : 1,299 1,299 
HAMBANTOTA : : 1,298 1,298 
MATALE 2 549 1,559 2,108 
KANDY 2 - 3,150 3,150 
NUWARA ELIYA é : 910 910 
KEGALLE : . 624 624 
RATNAPURA : 150 150 
PUTTALAM 62 32,427 = 32,427 
TOTAL 477 254,776 359,301 613,077 
ASYLIM SEEKERS ARRIVING IN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES UK ASYLUM APPLICATIONS 
IN 1991 1988 - 1992, MONTHLY AVERAGES 
NUMBER POPULATION/APPLICANT TOTAL Av. Monthly 
GERMANY 256,112 303 ies 
FRANCE 46,545 1,205 
-_ 44.840 1277 Sept. 1992 16,165 1,796 
NETHELANDS 21,615 689 1991 44,840 3,736 
cern Aa fee 1990 22,000 1,833 
DENMARK 4,609 1,106 1989 11,635 969 
cea wae nee 1988 3.998 333 
SWEDEN 27,000 314 BrOencn 
AUSTRIA 27,306 362 EE ANE 
NOTE: Applications for asylum in the UK 
NORWAY 4,569 919 ! 
have fallen markedly since the end of 1991. 
FINLAND 2137 2,292 
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Resettlement Services in the Tamil Homeland 


Situation in Trincomalee, Colombo, Mullaitivu and Betticaloa Districts 








Final Report 





The report below is the final in the series entitled ‘‘Resettlement Services” for people affected by 
violence in the Tamil Homeland published in Tamil Information. 


TRINCOMALEE 


This district is one of the worst 
areas affected by ethnic violence. The 
rural folk have in the main been left 
destitute if they remain within the 
district. Displacement of people since 
1983 has been intermittent. Tamils in 
vast numbers fled to India twice. 
Those who return willingly or 
unwillingly are housed in camps 
officially termed as Refugee Welfare 
Centres prior to resettlement. Those 
within the Trincomalee town and 
suburbs have gone back to their 
houses while others are unable to do 
so due to the insecure situation. 
According to the people in these 
camps, the government is committed 
to changing the ethnic composition of 
the district by an accelerated 
colonisation programme whereby 
large number of Sinhalese and 
Muslims are brought in for settlement 
in the areas vacated by the Tamils. 


In April, 980 families were housed in 
the Clappenberg Refugee Camp 
which lacks sanitation. About 60% of 
the inmates had chicken-pox and even 
aspirin is in short supply. 


No toilet facility is available either in 
the Methodist Church Camp with 159 
families or in the Muthur Maha 
Vidyalaya Camp with 727 families. 
The degrading conditions in these 
camps have been spotlighted many a 
time with no response from the 
district administration. 


Those resettled in the Thampalaka- 
mam AGA division have received no 
resettlement allowance and the AGAs 
do not have proficiency in Tamil to 
act with any purpose. Even 
complaints made by MPs to correct 
this situation have borne no fruit. 


COLOMBO 


The continuing war in the 
north-east has led to an influx of 
Tamils into Colombo who are in 
refugee camps or in the dwellings of 
relatives and friends. The four refugee 


camps alone at Manikka Vinayagar 
Kovill, Saraswathy Hall, Kali kovil, 
Mutual and Vivekananda Hall hold a 
total of 981 families. The government 
and NGOs are helping to provide 
relief at these camps. 


MULLAITIVU 


In March ’92 this district had a 
population of 17,786 persons from 
4,597 families resident in 21 refugee 
camps. This large number of refugees 
is due to the frequent military 
operations and the intermittent 
imposition of curfews in this area. 
Over 2,000 families were found 
individual huts thanks to the ICRC, 
Sri Lanka Red Cross and local 
NGOs. The government is also 
taking up the construction of 300 
huts for displaced families. Food 
supplies to the district are transported 
in a convoy of around 20 lorries 
twice every month under the auspices 
of the ICRC. 


Mullaituvu being a malarial district 
poses a Serious health risk as only a 
retired Public Health Inspector is 
available for any preventive health 
measures. 


Seventy eight families that returned 
from India have been registered as 
resettied in the AGA division of 
Puthukkudiyiruppu. 


BATTICALOA 


Around 50 Sinhala families who 
fled the Kalkudha army camp 
vicinity in 1991 have now been 
resettled in the houses deserted by 
the Tamils. Although 15 ambulances 
were gifted by the UNHCR for use in 
the north and east, Batticaloa district 
has none while Amparai district has 
six . Several reports of harassment of 
Tamils and violence against Tamils 


by the Muslim Homeguards at 
Valaichchenai have been recorded in 
this district. 





Army ban on 
essential 1tems 


Recent reports from Trincomalee 
indicate that the army has imposed a 
restriction on transport of essential 
food and other items to Tamil 
villages in Trincomalee District, 
where the government says civil 
administration has been restored. 
The ban is effective in Kaddai- 
parichchan, Senaiyur, Sampur, 
Koonitivu, Ilakanthai, Veeramana- 
gar, Fattalipuram, Palaikudiyiruppu 
and Menkamam in Muthur. 
Transport is allowed only four days 
a week. Each person may take only 
3 kilo rice, 1/2 kilo flour and 1/2 
kilo sugar. On Sundays each person 
may take milkfood and 1/2 litre 
keroscne. 





Villagers 
Ordered Out of 
their homes 


The Special Task Force (STF) 
ordered Tamils in Muthalaikanne- 
medu in Batticaloa District to vacate 
the village in December. Over 100 
families have taken refuge in the 
Mandur Ramakrishna Mission 
School. STF say that the acticz was 
taken for security reasons. No 
indications were given to the 
villagers as to when they could 
return to their homes. 
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